MAKING A ROSARY WITH CONTINUOUS WIRE
There are three common methods of making a wire loop rosary from continuous wire, each has their
advantages and disadvantages. In these instructions the method described uses a medium wire in which the
wire ends are inserted and held within the bead. Remember, getting the “feel” of using the pliers to control
the wire will take a little time.
YOU WILL NEED
Round nose pliers
Side angle wire cutters
1-2m 0.5mm Wire
About 30cm chain
59 Beads (6 or 8mm)
Centre medal
Crucifix
METHOD
1. Thread about 10 beads on to the wire

3. Bend the tip of the wire as shown.
2. FIRST LOOP Hold the wire so the tip
rests against your index finger. In the other
hand, hold the round nose pliers firmly and
grasp the wire with the tip of the pliers a
couple of mm from the wire end.

4. Grasp the wire with the pliers at the point of
the bend and keeping firm hold of the pliers
and wire, turn the pliers, rolling the wire
around the barrel of the plier and forming a
loop.

5. From this position, move the pliers
around the loop. Grasp the wire again and
roll the loop further until the straight “tab”
sits at 90° to the main line of the wire.

6. Firmly hold the loop with the pliers as above and roll the
loop back, putting another bend in the wire. If you find these
bends are not sharp, try holding the wire and pliers more firmly.

7. With the pliers,
open the loop
slightly and insert
the first link of the
chain

8. Nip the loop
closed with the
pliers.

9. Thread the first
bead along the
wire to sit against
the loop with the
wire end inside
the bead.

11. Cut the wire about 0.6 - 0.7mm from the
drill hole. With the round nose pliers, make a
bend at the tip of the wire as in no.3 (ensure the
straight “tab” is no more that 2-3mm otherwise
it will not place into the bead).

10. SECOND LOOP
Press your thumb over
the wire, bending it to a
right angle. (make sure
the bead is held firmly
between the first loop
and this bend).

13. Turn the loop into the
drill hole. Many find this
is the most difficult part of
making a rosary but it
does become easier with
practice.

16. Slide the next bead
over the loop. You get a
tidier loop and it is
easier if you hold the
loop as shown while
placing the bead over
the wires.

14. Thread the loop you
have just made over the
wire.

17. Bend the
against the bead
and for a Second
loop as before.

12. Turn the wire in a loop
keeping the angle in the
wire at the drill hole.

15. Form a “First loop” sliding the loop holding the
first bead into the loop before closing.

18. Continue to add
beads until you have 10
beads wired.

19. Being careful not to
damage adjacent links, cut
the chain on the 5th link
(leaving 4 links attached
to the beads).

20. Begin making a
‘second loop’ , before
closing the loop slip
the first link of chain
over it.

21. Close the loop.
It may help to grip
the loop as shown
while turning it into
the bead.
22. Cut the chain
on the 5th link.

Continue joining beads and chain in the following configuration:
Chain - Ten beads - Chain - One bead Chain - Ten beads - Chain - One bead Chain - Ten beads - Chain - One bead Chain - Ten beads - Chain - One bead Chain - Ten beads - Chain - One bead - Chain
BEGIN A NEW SERIES of beads and chain in the following configuration:
Chain - bead - chain - three beads - chain - bead - chain
ATTACH THE CENTRE MEDAL AND CRUCIFIX
Make split rings as described below, or an alternative joining method to attach each end of the longer
configuration of chain and beads to each of the upper loops of the centre medal.
Attach the shorter configuration to the lower medal loop.
Attach the Cross or Crucifix to the end of the shorter length of chain and beads.

MAKING THE CONNECTIONS
There are five methods of doing this, these instructions describe making split ring
connectors. The five methods are:
Buy split or jump rings
Make a split ring with the same wire you have used to wire the beads.
Make a jump ring using a much thicker wire
Make a twist connector using the same wire you have used to wire the beads.
Make a figure of eight using a much thicker wire.
All connections are liable to failure under certain conditions. The two most liable to fail are jump rings
(handmade or purchased) and figure of eight. This is because there is no overlap in the connecting wire and
if the join is not soldered, it can open enough over time to allow the loop it is holding to slip through.

When making connectors it is important to cut the wire at the correct angle.
Cutting it correctly will prevent sharp edges that can prick the skin or catch on clothing. When making jump
rings and figure of eight connectors the angle of the cut must sit tight up against the opposite loop. If the
angles do not meet properly the connectors are likely to fail.

MAKING A SPLIT RING
This can be done using round nose pliers. The technique is the same as described below using a mandrel
plier but care must be taken to ensure the rings are the same size.

1. Slide the two loops
you are connecting
onto the wire.

4. Move both of the loops
you want to connect
around the rings, past the
end of the wire and onto
the first turn of the rings.

2. Grip the end of the
wire in the pliers.

5. With the pliers, flatten
the 1 1/2 rings back
together and pass the
two loops to be joined,
on to the double loop

8. Flatten the two loops together with pliers
and turn slightly inward any ends of wire that
are not smooth. You can run your finger over
the ring to check this.

3. Wrap the wire around the barrel of the plier
for one and a half turns.

6. Complete the second
ring with round nose
pliers leaving the wire
very slightly eased
inward against the loop..

7. Cut the wire so that
the angle of the cut leaves
any sharp edge directed
inward, toward the centre
of the loop.

